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[ Abstract]

Cave 61 at Mogao Grotto in Dunhuang and the True Visage of
Bodhisattva Manjusri at Mount Wutai in China

Sun—ah Choix*

The 10th century was one of the most prosperous periods in the history of
Dunhuang. Old Buddhist shrines were assiduously renovated, and new cave chapels
were successively constructed in an unprecedentedly grandiose scale. The
centerpiece of this paper is one of such Buddhist cave chapels, Cave 61, which was
commissioned by the illustrious Cao family, the de facto ruler of the region,
sometime in mid—10th century.

The uniqueness of the cave is found in two aspects. First, it stores the
well—known panoramic depiction of Mount Wutai, a Buddhist sacred mountain
located in northeast China and is believed as the abode of the Bodhisattva
Manjusri. Second, it housed the imposing bodhisattva icon which is now—missing,
but once stood on the central altar of the cave, surrounded by a depiction of the
mountain as its backdrop.

This paper addresses the ways in which Cave 61 captures a critical moment in
the development of Mount Wutai as a cultic site: the moment when the pattern of
traveling the mountain shifted from wandering and wondering in search for the
fleeting visions of the deity to the worship of a particular icon, which was named
zhenrong (true visage), and sanctified by legends as the materialized vision of the
bodhisattva Manjusri. By highlighting the link between the hitherto—neglected
bodhisattva statue in the cave and the centrality of the zhenrong icon at Mount
Wutai, I demonstrate that Cave 61 was built as a substitute for the local devotees,
effectively reenacting the pilgrimage at the cultic center in its miniaturized and
transposed setting.

(Keywords) : Mount Wutai, Cave 61, Mogao grotto, Dunhuang, zhenrong, true
visage, Manjusri, pilgrimage.
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